


Baby Dedication Service Greeter s Needed

This Sunday, November 22nd
If you would like to have your child
dedicated, please contact Jessica @ the
office. Sign up deadline is Nov.19th.

We arein need of friendly facestojoin

our Greeter Ministry in 2010. If you are

able to help, please call the church office
or call Becky Stutzman @ 993-0933.

Painting Help Needed

CALLINGALL PAINTERS! Lk miisltee
This Saturday, November 21st, @ 9am  Gator Wilderness Boy’s Camp will be
we will be painting all our outdoor booths having their annual Turkey In the
and house pieces for our Winter Wonder- Hole event this Satur day, November
land. We will need as much help aswe 21st. The day includes tours of the
can get. Call the church officeto sign up campsite and property and a wonderful
or just show uponthe 21 @9. turkey dinner served at 12 noon. If
Thank you in advance for helping in this you have never eaten aturkey that was
year’'s Christmas Outreach! cooked in the ground, you will not
Do you like snacks? want to miss this event

Join the Food & Fellowship Team! We Please note

are currently looking for people to serve . :
snacks out on the patio on Sunday Thﬁe will bbe g(o DHats ofbHopPIe Iiz2lhgs
mornings. If you'reinterested, please I November ecember. Fease]oin

call Jessica at the church office. us again in January. Thanks!

Missions Corner

November 22nd : Phil Stutzman, Juan Please continue to pray for our Matthew
Galvan, Ed Detweiler, Josh Hochstetler, Caleb  BZsRalelpnE eSSl s igYATeNe o1 oV BS= =2
Hochstetler, Steve Steury, Greg Flagg, Kevin sota. If you'd liketo join this ministry,
Delaney, Josh Heinlein, Jeff Lidster please contact Pastor Rick @ 302-3925
or 924-5835.
Christmas Outreach 2009
% CHRISTMASPROGRAM : For Preschool-12th Grade.

g Practices are M ondays @ 6:30pm for K-12th grade.

e We invite all kids to come out to be a part of the choir.
Saturday, Dec 5th Watch for an announcement for the start of preschool practice.

Begins @ 6pm
Christmas Program WINTER WONDERLAND...will feature snow, rides, and! We
followed by will need everybody’s help to pull off this exciting event! We
: need help with construction, sewing, food prep, and lots of help-
Winter \Wonderland ersin other areas. Stop by the Information Center Sunday and
see where you can sign up to help!



KIDZ KINGDOM - |

Parents, if you have chosen your child’s costume for the choir, please let me know. If
you have not decided on a costume, we still have some available. For all costumes
provided, we would appreciate a donation of $9.00. STARTING NOVEMBER 16- DE-

~ CEMBER 1ST, PRACTICES WILL BE FROM 6-8PM! NOVEMBER 30 WILL BE
i; OUR FIRST REHEARSAL, AND DECEMBER 1°" WILL BE OUR DRESS
‘ REHEARSAL!!! PLEASE WEAR YOUR COSTUMES ON THAT
DAY! Thanks!
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For 18-20 something’s
UNITING THIS GENERATION Tu eSday m_ghts aif 7pm
TO AWAKEN OUR PASSION In the Thrive Center.
Fore more info, email us at
unitesrg@gmail.com

“1OReS WAIKINGURI BHEQTINe desire: of dohr, oG6e
Youth Pastor Andy Ard
924-5835 andy@alcsrg.com

E Grades 6-12 meet Wednesdays from 6:30-9:15pm in the Thrive Center

Parents - Check out the Parent Newsletter on the Youth Ministry page of ALC'’s
website @ www.abundantlife-sarasota.com

No Thrive November 25!!

Yor_all <The Vatest ﬂ[RI VE info
a0 to our_website @

www.abundan: Q‘l,@e SaRAS0OTA.com
O‘KCQ{CK on tne ¢ink above



http://www.abundantlife-sarasota.com/thrive.cfm?size=1785

Abundant Litfe

6461 Proctor Road
Barasota, FL 54241

Pherpe: (941) 9924-RR30

Fax: {941}
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www.abundantlife-sarasota.com

November 2009 Events

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Fall Time Change Christmas Program
Pack-n-Pray Night for Practice, 6:30pm Men’s Breakfast, 7am
Operation Christmas “wrﬁerr:ngﬁ Sl:,‘; OE:)?!‘:’,' rz;’.f"7 om ) . Construction Day for
Child, 6pm Financial Peace University, 7 UNITE, 7pm THRIVE, 7pm Praise Band Practice, 7pm Winter Wonderland, 9am
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Last day for Operation
Finance Team Mtg., 7p| Christmas Child shoe box | Painting Day for Winter
80's Night @ THRIVE drop off, 9am Wonderland, 9am
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Happy Thanksgiving!
Baby Dedication Service No THRIVE Office Closed Office Closed

29

30



http://www.abundantlife-sarasota.com/

B EAUTIFUL FEET

There’s a verse in the Bible that talks about the possibil-
ity of us as Believers to have “Beautiful Feet.” It probably
never found itself on your radar. But the Feet part is ac-
tually talking about the path and course of our lives. As
we live our lives we can live in beauty, joy, fulfillment,
and satisfaction. It is possible for you and | to experience
God’'s wonderful joy and peace in our everyday journey
of following Jesus Christ.

So exactly what is it that causes us to have
these Beautiful Feet? Well, let's talk about our 2" mile
theme for a bit. Jesus tells his disciples that to really
express love to people and serve them, we must be will-
ing to use our lives to go above an beyond what's ex-
pected of us. One of the stated barriers that many peo-
ple in our society have when it comes to accepting Je-
sus Christ is the examples of what a Christian looks like
from the ones they see in everyday life. People some-
times say things like, “Well if that's what being a Chris-
tian is all about, no thanks!” And sometimes rightly so.
We don’t always portray Jesus to the world in a way that
makes him look good. However, sometimes it's a matter
of unrealistic expectations that the world has of us as
Christians — either perfection or that we fit into their inter-
pretation of what a Christian is.

Either way, going the 2" mile means that | do
whatever | can to help people get past that barrier and to
serve them to the point that they look at us and say,
“What's with you? Why are you going out of your way to
help me?...etc.” Going the 2" mile means we love peo-
ple to the point that they take notice and wonder why.
Then we move to the next, and all-important step. We
open up our mouths and tell them why. We begin to give
an explanation of our actions in a way that; 1) explains
our love for God; 2) explains God's love for them; 3)
clearly explains how they can also experience God's
love and salvation.

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) “...Always be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gen-
tleness and respect.”

The Bible tells us that it is just as important for
us to be able to verbally explain to people the message
of why we are going the 2" mile, as it is to go the 2™
mile. Loving and serving people needs to be accompa-
nied with the message of the Good News of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ — the explanation of how they can be-
lieve and follow Jesus Christ. (Romans 10:13-15)

WHY GO THE 2"° MILE?

Other than the fact that the Bible tells us to, why should
we go out of our way to love people and serve them,
especially if we don’t know them or they don’t even de-

serve it? It all comes back to God's heart and desire for
the world. God’s ultimate will for the whole world is that
everyone get to know him as Lord and Savior, and be-
come a worshipper of God.

2 Peter 3:9 “...He does not want anyone to per-
ish, so he is giving more time for everyone to repent.”

In other words, the primary motivation for us to
love people by going the 2" mile for them is to help
them eventually believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. This comes as we take the time and energy to
clearly explain the Gospel of Jesus Christ to them — his
love for them through His life, death, and resurrection. At
some point we need to open our mouths and use words.

THE POWER OF GOD DISPLAYED

The greatest demonstration of God’s power came when
He raised his Son Jesus from the dead. That was a one-
time event. But God still demonstrates his great and
awesome power to us today in the most incredible way —
when a person believes and accepts the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. This is the greatest demonstration of God's
power we can experience. Paul says in Romans 1:16
(NLT) “For | am not ashamed of this Good News about
Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone
who believes—Jews first and also Gentiles.”

Nothing is more exciting and powerful than when
a person hears the Good News, understands it, believes
it, and makes a decision to become a Follower of Jesus
Christ. Whether we personally see it happen at the time
or not, it doesn’t matter. We need to simply be faithful &
obedient to share the Gospel with people in a way they
can understand and pray that the Holy Spirit will help
them to be courageous enough to believe the message.
The Bible says that every time someone makes this de-
cision all of heaven rejoices. Heaven throws a party
every time someone gets saved. Want to make heaven
happy? — share the Good News with people.

From personal experience | can honestly say
that nothing compares to the excitement and personal
growth that comes from this process. To share the Gos-
pel with someone and have them believe it and accept it
is the most incredible experience in the world. Nothing
compares to it. That's why God says in,

Romans 10:15 “...How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news!" (also Isaiah 52:7)

Let's become a people that go the 2" mile as
much as we possibly can, in a way that makes people
ask us why, then let's tell them and give them the oppor-
tunity to do the same. Let’s get heaven all excited!

Be Blessed to Bless Others, VERN



